* 


A 
33 


en Tudging and Cenfuring 


# din N — 1 Wc: bo 7 * 
Li * o j PT . - El 1 - R * os . 
1 eV; 7 4 + * „ Wo. CE — * [2 _n . 2 7 
* K #. * 7 Y * (4 =y " 4 8 . 1 
9 * WEE * XY We - . * 
3 225 ; Wo 1 {9h 


an 


4 ag 
* = 


* 


E RM ON 


RE ACH' p before the 


nber 


On Sunpay, Auguſt 31. 1707 


** +2 18 6 „ 
: * | 
wp , | { o 


1 


N 


| By S 


YMON PATRIC 


No Mt 


_— ** 


42 
LY 


— N — 


LONDON: 
Printed for Ri. Chiſwell , at the Roſe and Crown in 
St. Paufs Church-Yard, M DCC VII. 


' Publith'd by Her Majeſty's Spectal Command. | 


| 


S 


Boe aa. 7 — ' . » - . FS 2 - _ 4 —— N ; — 0 10 l Poo”. <2 — ” > of 4 
— TT ( e 
* g 3 - . N 2 8 4 \ of 8 r A 7 
4 „ > , '* 


- 


" i” 
YA 9 - 


| ; —— . — ——— _——— — 2 _ -- 5 hb . 

N : | * | $7 5 wy \* 4 
| : A 7 5 4 

9 a , 
[ P..» $4 . — 
- a * © > . — 8 8 
0 | : 
| * 


- 
þ 
= 4 
- 
— 
5 
* 
1 
* 
. 
—— — oct 


+ . ; 


— - 
” 
%, 
1 
— 


* 
: 
LY 
- 
CY 
- 
* 
, 
* 
* 
” 
Ln 
. 
10 
. 
py 
. © 
————— — —-— —— — —̃ — D— Denn 
ny 
. 


5 p 1 - * : 
> "4 ; C 4 -0 . 5 _ S 7 
= : | 2 
" - « 3 1 8 1 "4 ＋ os 
- . & F 4 = 
. & * 4 £ , > 7 6 % 8 7 
_ 4 \ S a ” * * 1 ' * a : n 62 : * 
g - | 0 * 
= T : . : 4 CD — | 
: | | 
. * t 1 PL - : bs 9 1 ' 
4 : | < . 4 4 hk 
6 : ” | „ 
” * : +4 ao | - 4 r 2 
4 = 
-* = 4 | — . - * | an ' - - 2 
* 88 1 # 7 2 
1 N =e Ty 
* 
, = b © : 
_ z 4 = * 1 _ : . * : 
* 
4 \ ou — oF 1 * C 7 . 
- - * = | - | | 
2 9 * . * 1 „* E % I | 
* a. 9 . 4 | 
* - . * - | - . j Y . — ö 
| | * _—_ g 
— * a 1 1 , ” * _ * ay : 
. ; | | | 
: ; 8 5 | 3 
: p £ 1 92 
* 4 N v » . i ; : : 
$ 4 * # 1 F x £ 5 , : : . 
: . N. : = * * : A * * - : 
4 ING * » G - - 3 * \ c 
he V4 .- | 
I N —· ; ' h 
* | | | 
f a ; . : ” * # = . : 
% 1 . | | 
8 


, | 2 


R — —— . el. ee ” _— : 
3 Fi 1 2 % — ny äUUUUNUU—U— - oe OC wi IR - g =. - x 
—y W „ . — | | 
— 
Pa 14 Sh — —Ä—üU—ñä — — ova — tua cw ww * 4: L 


\ 


w ; 4 * 4 . K 


1 
2 n * 
l 4 . 4 
e r 
v4 a r * * 4 2 
SA : * * 


- 
2 
22 
1 
> 
= 
8 


＋ 
. 


But e ar val Fon 
1 +. why doſt thou ſet at 159 47 7 Bu. 
47 575 ?. For we ſhall al Jane: 21272 the 
or. Fern dan of wk of d baz 291 


8 4 - 
o 4 - * 
. * . * Jn 
„ 3 - — 
a _ - "= | 1 4 2 2 
. = - o 0 x* 1 * . , C A *7< — 
WC - * 4 " 1 - 4 : : 7 » P 
* + n A 4 . 
Ky ** 
. * 
Da?” - — X * 
4 "x ” G : : 
1 © 4 * 3 þ oy 
* Lo i « 1 : 7 15 
XS t $* < %% 1 0 « 7 - = 
- | 0 M. . K . 
A "I N e 
P ol > 4 * * * * ro F * . 1 * 
fg * & : 7—5 * , % 0 
1. - # & # = 


21 


* 5 N 
K 
1 


* 
* 
323 


- 


ad ” ng, 


"4 


J of 


- 2 
eee 


; 2 } «\\ 921 } 
4 — 211927 þ o 
2 
. © . - g 
4 " - W 0 5 &# 1 * SY y 
P => # # EEE, » % S. 91 + © * P's » 4 2 * 4 He # 4 
* 


3 T. Paul in this Ep le to bh Romans ue 
4 ly aſſetts the Docttine of Juſtification 
* 0 through the- Rightcouſnels of Faith; with - 


cout the Works of the Lawz and explains 
the Myſtery of God's call the Gentiles to Salva- 
tion, and adoptirigtheri'by[Gricetobe his Chil. | 
A dren in the room off the phinelites,” to b per. 
4 4 tained the Adoption and the Glory; nd: the” Covenants, Ron 
dad the Giving of the Law; and the Service of God, 
TRE nd the Pomiſes; whom gotwihſtanding God gel | 
pected, becauſc th % bad 'Z4al for God, hut nok der 0 3 
1 — L to Nie lage; for they being ignorant" of Gods 
e and going about to eſtabliſh their oum 
bana, 1 Jaun not themſelyelyes unto the 
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Righteouſneſs of God: They ſought it not by Fi 


© Rom.y. but 4s it were by the Works of the Law : For thay "A 


ſtumbled at that Stumbling- ſtone: Vet are they not 
reprobated for ever; for the Apoſtle tells us, That® 


Ii. 29. 


. . Blindneſs is in part happen'd unto. Iſr e the, Ha * 


"neſs of the Gentiles be come in. Wc nts . 
This being premis d, it will not be thought 
range that thate ſhould happen frequent Bi- 
ſputes and Diſſentions between the Jewiſh and 
Gentile Converts ; the former on the one hand te- 
naciouſly obſerving the Law of Moſes , and con- 
.demning the Gentiles for neglecting it; they o] 
the other hand deſpiling the Weaknels of the Jews 
in thinking themlelves oblig d co the obſeryance 7 
of that Part of the Moſaical Law, which Chriſt by © 
the New Covenant had aboliſh d. For this Un» © 
chriſtian dealing with one another, in a particular 
Controverſy they had about eating of ,Meats, 
which is related in the beginning of this Chapter, 
the Apoſtle reproves them Both in the Words of 
my Text; To the Jew, faith he, Why doſt thou © 
Judge thy Brother ? And to the Gentile, 'Why doſt 
thou ſet at nought thy Brother? And then to con- 
vince them of the. Sinfulneſs and Unreaſonable- 
nels of ſuch Practices, he argues with them from 


the 


C 


chat follow; We ſhall all ſtand before the Judgment Seat 
enn e 
It is too plain to need any Proof, That this Pro- 
hbibition of the Apoſtle's is not a limited one to 
the Times he liv'd in, or the particular Circumſtan- 
ces of thoſe he wrote to: And it is alſo too noto- 
riouſly true to nen Cenluring 


and Deſpiſing each other, are ſo far from being 


thought Vices by the generality of Men, that 
they often ſerve as an Entertainment to pals away 
Time, and are the ordinary Topicks of their 
common Converſation. I ſhall therefore beg 
leave in the following Diſcourſe, _ 5 


I. To ſhew wherein this judging of our 
Brethren that is Criminal, does conſiſt, 


_ ctice it is. a T5. F 


ftom whence it does proceed. And 


. 

ny * 
* k » Sui \ * Fd 
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one of the Apoſtle's in my Text. 


®. 
dh. 


4 37 "on 
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aland how unreaſonable and ſinful a Pra- 
II. Iſhall endes vour to find out the Cauſes 
| _ Thirdly and laſtly, I ſhall uſe ſome Arguments 
8080 o diſſwade you from it; and particularly 
eenforce, as far as Lam able, that weighty 
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wy This" ub ah wa bird aby 9 pal 1 
conſiſts in an Uſurpazjon of Authority, ovet "others; 4 
that does 1 means er unto us; in oh ig | 


or Practice; 7 12 8 to gp bn By $1 
other People what chey ſhall think, and how "they a 


of 4 \#+ 4 © 


ſhall act. This is highly blameable if it went 


no farther: But Men 655 5 give theinlelyes ſo m 
Liberty, ſeldom ſtop here, but proceed to har 
Cenſuring, Railin, Reviling and bitter Accuſa- 
tions, to the mantel Breach of that Charity ſo 
earneſtly recommended throughout the whole 


_ Goſpel: © Now the unreaſonable” Ariogance of 


this Practice will plainly appear, if we do but con- 
ſider, how uncapable by Nature the vey beſt and 
wiſeſt of us are, of this] Judging Emplo oyment, 
which the Weakeſt are often fond of 1 un ildking, 1 
And firſt, we may obſerve, how far it lies out of our 
reach to judge others for their Opinions ; to which 
785 we are nor e Ual, unleſs we d know the 
crets of Meg Hedits, and ry i into the inmoſt 
_ cover whether their 
Now | 
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Conviction of Mind, or whether they perverſly 
maintain them out of Obſtinacy, Pride, Partiali- 
ty, Self-intereſt, or any other evil Deſign. Now 
il it be impoſſible for us to know this, as moſt 
certain it is, what do we leſs when we condemn 
our Brethren, than put our ſelves in the place of 
God; ſince an All-knowing Faculty only, which 
belongs to him alone, can qualify us to be com- 
petent Judges of other Men? How then can all 
the immoderate Zeal and ungovern'd Heat with 
which Men are apt to proſecute each other about 
the leaſt difference in Opinion, be juſtified ? Could 
we be ſure always to be in the right in our Cen- 
= - ſures, and conſequently free from injuring others 
by falſe Imputations, it were another matter; but 
inſtead of that, how often do we ſuffer our ſelves 
to be led by bare Conjectures, in the room of Cer- 
tainty and Demonſtration; and how common is 
it for an idle groundleſs Tale to weigh as much 
with us, as the moſt unqueſtionable: Truth, rather 
than this pernicious Licentiouſneſs ſhall not be 
gratify d? Which will appear to be ſtill more 
unreaſonable, when we conſider what the ground 
of our Diſpleaſure is, when we judge our Brethren 
7 | B | for 
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5 75 For, firſt, God has not given all Men 
the 


create diverſi 7 of | Opinion. ; In a word, ſince it 

© 4 epo(ible'for us to know the ſecret Springs that 
inwardly move Men, unleſs we will pretend to be 

_ equal with God; and ſince it is a Liberty common 


to all Mankind ig make ule of their own Reaſen 
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in the choice of their Opinions; although we be 
ever fo ſure we are in the right our ſelves, if we 
Condemn and Cenſure thoſe who do not. agree 


with us, for their Errors and Miſtakes, we are 


guilty of a high Preſumption towards God, and 


of an inhuman and unchriſtian Treatment of our 


Brethren, 2 


I ſhall now proceed to examine what better 
upon, when we judge 
others for their Actions. And although this Practice 
do ſomething differ from the former, yet is it in 


Grounds we have to 


many reſpects liable to the ſame Objections, and 
equally worthy of blame. It muſt be owud 


that Mens Actions do lie much more within the 
compaſs of our Underſtandings, than their 
Thoughts, and may therefore ſeem to be proper 
Objects of our Judgment; but herein if we do not 
uſe the utmoſt Caution, nay, if we do, we may be 
often · miſtaken, and conſequently often incur the 
Guilt of laying Falſe Accuſations to the Charge of 
our Brethren. There are many things a Man may 
do which in themſelves are perfeMly indifferent, 
and become either good or evil, according as the 
Ends and Purpoſes are to which they are direct- 
ed; and here we are as much. at a loſs to judge 
an B 2 9 
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ſuch Actions will not help us out, but rather 
more confound us; there being nothing more 
common than for Noble and Good Deſigns to 
prove abortive thro' Croſs Events, occaſion d by 
unforeſeen Accidents, Herein therefore if we. 
judge, we may perhaps unwarily condemn 
even God himſelf, whoſe eſpecial Providence 
may have occaſion'd what we ſo much blame; 
or if we do not that, at leaſt we find 
fault with Men for what they cannot help, 
Gan which nothing can be more unreaſona- 
* 2 pl 

Secondly , Prejudice before entertain d, eicher 
as to Things or Perſons, may often lead us 
out of the way in our Judgments, by reaſon 
of the ſtrong Be ic uſually has upon our 
Minds, This may make us raſhly cenſure Men 
as great Offenders, when perhaps they think 
that which we ſo ſeverely condemn their indi- 
ſpenſible Duty to perform: Nay, it has ſome- 
times ſo ſtrange an Influence upon us, that it 
perfectly blinds our Reaſon to ſuch à degree, as 
not to ſuffer us to diſtinguiſh between Right and 
Wrong; and chen Good may, and often * 
; | paſs 
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» Fudging. and Cenſuring. 
paſs for Evil, and Evil for Good. This was the 
Caſe of the Blinded Iraelites, who after they had 
ſeen 'that Amazing Miracle which God wrought 
by Moſes, in cauſing the Earth to open her 
- Mouth, and ſwallow up Korah and his Compa- 
ny, on the morrow murmured againſt him and Aa Num. 16 
ron, | ſaying , Ye have killed the People of the Lord.. 
This allo carried the Jews to that prodigious de- 
gree of Impiety and Blaſphemy againſt our Bleſ- 
{ed Saviour, as to make them attribute the Won- 
derful Works which he did by the Spirit of God, 
to the Power of the Devil, rather than part with 
the invincible Prejudice they had conceived a- 
gainſt him and his Doctrine. Since then the Acti- 
ons of the Son of God himſelf, who was the Per- 
fection of Purity and Holineſs, were ſubject to 
ſo great a Miſinterpretation through Partialy, 
how much more may the Actions of our Brethren. 
be ſs by the ſame Means? And how careful 
ly ought we to avoid this Dangerous Practice, ra- 
ther than follow it with the Induftry that many- 
do, as if it were really a part of their Buſineſs and. 
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A'SERMON againſt 
But it may be demanded, Whether there are not 
ſome Caſes wherein we are at liberty to judge, with- 
| out being guilty of that ſort of udging here pro- ; 
* hibited by che Apoſtle? To which I anſwer af- 
firmatively, That there are, and ſome wherein 
we ſhould be rather guilty if we did not. For In- 
ſtance: If Men publickly deny the Being of a 
God, or openly call in queſtion any Fundamen- 
tal Article of our Holy Chriſtian Faith; if they 
| live in a notorious habitual Courſe of Vice and 
Immorality, as if it were in dehance to God's 
Commands, What Good Man will not be ex- 
cited by his Zeal for God and Religion to expreſs 
his Indignation at ſuch Enormities ? And in this 
ve are ſafe, for we do but judge what God him 
ſelf has judged already; we cannot be miſtaken, 
fongre only repeat the Sentence he has pronoun- 
42 ced Againſt all that work Iniquity : But even in! 
3 this ſort. of Judging we may be very faulty; if it 
3 be occaſton'd by any other Motive than a True 
Sincere Zeal for God and his Holy Laws. If we 
are griev d with a Godly Sorrow for the Wickede 
A neſs of our Brethren ,- out of a Tender Concern 
= for the Welfare of their Souls ; if we hate their 
| ' Vices, and not their Perſons ; we do what is well 


plea» | 


en 2, Firing? 


7 eng in the ſight of God : But if on the con- 
' rary we take a Malicious Pleaſure in obſerving 
their Failings, and are forward to expoſc them, 
eicher becauſe we don't love them, or to pro- 
moto ſume End or Deſign of our own in je, their 
Faults will not juſtify our Cenſures, but chey will 
be as criminal as 1 they were wholly wichout 
Cauſe. 2 bs 347; 01021 A bns 990. = 
I cannot lexverhis Head, michbuvraking notice” 
of one ſort of Jadging, which as ir is by far the 
moſt ynreaſonable, ſo is it the moſt Yan erous of 
any; L mean that ſttange and unaccoumtable Libet 
ty chat is taken by all Ranks and Degrees of Men; 
of Judging their Superiois and Govetnors:!: KE 
well. =, an Entire Diſcourſe: by it ſelf, to 
ſhew the prepoſterous Folly. and Arrogance, nay, 
I chink l may. e Iwgudecs f les Miſchie vous 
and 1 Behavur. But E ſhiall in this Place 
only obſerve, that the Reaſons I have ur np 
judging. our Equals, do hald more ſtrongly in 
relation to our Superiors; and chat as che Pre- 5 
ſumption and Raſkneſs d one hass been ſheun 
to be very great, ſo is that of che greg 


greater; and they wha are guilty of it do well de- 
n e Charaéter St. Jad: giues chem, of Filthy 


018 Dreamers. 
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* 12 SERMON cam 


anos , that- ak Dominion, an An evil 7 ; 
 Dignities. | 


I comme now to the:Second * [propos d which 
was to enquire into che Cauſes that occaſion this my 
Judgin 3 reprehended by the Apoſtle. And 

de I ſhall mention is, a decay of that brothers. 
» Love and Affection which is made by our Sa- 
viour ſo eſſential a part of our Duty, that who- 
ſoever is without it cannot be ſo much as called a 
_ Chriſtian. This is my commandment, ſays he, in 
the x 5th Chapter of St. John s Golpel, at the uk 
Verl, That ye love one another, as I have lov'd you. And 
he expreſs'd his Love to us in the greateſt Inſtance 
that it was poſſible to give of it; as it follows at 
the 13th Verſe, greater love hath Ny: man than this, 
that a man lay Yon bis life for N And St. 
John aſſures us in his General Epiſtle, Chap. 3d. 
v. 23,24. This is bis commandment, (chat i is, God's) 
that we ſhould believe on the name of bis Son Jeſus 
C _ and love one another, as he gave us command- ' 
And be that keepeth his commandments dwel- 
wy in him, and be in ag And hereby we know that 
be abideth in us by the Spirit which be hath given us. 
WI * i 2 at the yth and 8th 11 
ö Belo- 
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Beloved, iays he, let us love one anocher ; for love is 


God; for God is love. If then this Spirit of Love 


did dwell in our Hearts, it would he impoſſible 


for us to judge and condemn each other with Se- 
verity ; for Love produceth Charity, which is an 
infallible Preſervative againſt this Vice. Charity is 


kind,” diſpoſing us to be tender-hearted towards 


others, to make allowances for their Actions, to 
put the moſt favourable Conſtruction upon them 


that can be, and to extenuate their Faults rather 


than aggravate them. It is not raſh, as the Word 
is render d in the Margin of our Bibles; not gi- 
ven to form haſty and ill-digeſted Concluſions, 
but to weigl Matters with Calmneſs and Sober- 


neſs of Reaſon. It thinlęth no evil, is not ready 


to entertain unkind or unjuſt Suſpicions of 
Men, ot ſuddenly to give Credit to any looſe Re- 
— of their Miſcarriages; but hopeth all things, 

#1 inclining to think the beſt in every thing that 
ang 13 a doubtful Interpretation. In ſhort, 
it is ſo directly oppoſite to Cenforioulnefs, thar 


as long as we cheriſn and keep alive this love- 
hy Virtue in our Minds, we are out of danget 
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of being guilty of itz but if we ſuffer it to lan- 

guiſh and wax Cold, we may by degrees quite 

4 loſe itz and then its contrary Qualities of Ha- 

* tred, Malice and IIl-Will will enter into our 

= Hearts, and fill us with all Wrath, Emulation, and | 

3 Bitterneſs; and when we are thus ſet on Fire of  M© 
Hell, it will be no wonder if we judge our Bre- 

ccten, and do the Devil's Work in the World, 

by breaking the Bonds of Natural Affection, Uni- 
ty and Charity, and promoting Quarrels, Divi- fa 
ſions and Diſlentions, 8 | 


* 

1 A Second Cauſe of Judging, is Pride and 
x Self-conceic, When Men are full of a vain Ima» 
E- eee of ſomething that is Great and Extraor- 
l inary in themſelves, and have a high Conceit of 


own Underſtanding , it is natural to them to- 
make themſelves the Standard and Teſt of Truth, 
and to aſſume a Power of condemning every bo- 
dy that thinks or acts differently from them: The 
haughtineſs of their Temper will not let them 
bear with any Oppoſition, but the leaſt Contra- 
1 diction inflames them and provokes them to cen- 
A ſure ſharply thoſe that offer it, and to treat them 
= with Contempt and Diſdain. But Chriſtian Hu- 
[ | 3 | mility 
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mility will inſpire us with other Sentiments, it we 


will obſerve the Precepts of the Goſpel, and not | 
think. too bighly of our ſelves, but think, ſoberly ; if J 7 
we will learn of our Saviour, as he exhorts us 
who was meek and lowly in heart: Such a Diſpoſi- Mat. ri. 
tion of Mind will create in us a Modeſt Diff- * 
dence in our ſelves, which will reſtrain us from 
Judging others. A Man of a true humble Spirit, 
that is deeply ſenſible of the many Imperfections 


and Infirmities he finds in himſelf, will make Al- 


lowances for the ſame in other Men; and their 
Frailties, which the Proud make an occaſion of 
Triumph, will be rather Objects of his Pity and 
Compaſſion. Thele | have mention d I take to 
be the two chief Cauſes of Cenſoriouſneſs; which 
does ſufficiently ſhew the Odiouſnels of this Vice, 
ſince it appears to be utterly inconſiſtent with the 
two greateſt Duties, and molt ornamental Graces 
of the Chriſtian Religion. ' 


Il come now ia the Third and Laſt Place to uſe 
ſome Arguments againſt this Practice. And 


vu PB. It is ſuch a Uſage as every body reſents 
when it comes to be their own Caſe : Whatſoever 
5 C 2 ER x; 
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ſhould do unt WE 


r, that Men 


our Bleſſed Lord has given us, and not deal ſo 
unfairly as to take a Liberty with other Men, 

which we think ſo injurious with regard to our 

elves. | ESL; 2 
A Second Argument againſt ir, is the great 
Trouble and Vexation it neceſlarily engages us 

in, to the diſturbance of that Peace and Repoſe 

in which every one would chuſe to paſs his Time 

here upon Earth. How deſtructive it is of Chri- 

ſtian Charity has been ſhewn ; bur it goes far- 
ther, and breaks even the ordinary Commerce of 
| Common Society. If we judge others, we muſt 
2 expect to have it retaliated upon our ſelves ; and 
| this begets Enmity and Strife, which W 
| 3 ends 
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alſo of all Converſation with each other. And 

it cannot be otherwiſe , if we conſider that a 
Common Cenlurer is, as it were, in a profeſs d 
Rare of War with all Mankind: With thoſe of 
his own Temper he is perpetually claſhing and 
quarrelling; others ſhun and avoid him as they 
would a Peſtilence, for their own ſafety and ſecu- 
rity. To be thus depriv'd of. the Benefit of all 
Friendly Society, is a State, one would think, of 
ſuch Uneaſineſs and Torment, that all who are in 
it ſhould cry out with Wicked Cain, My Puniſh- Gn FE 
ment is greater than I can bear. unleſs we can ſup- 

poſe any one to be ſo entirely diyeſted of Huma- 
nity, as to prefer the Life of a Brute Beaſt before 
that of a Rational Creature. 5 PEA. 


- 


Laaſth, Let us preſs upon out Hearts the ſeri- 


. ous Conſideration of the great and weighty Ars 
gument of the Apoſtle's in my Text, For we ſhall 
all ſtand before the- Judgment Seat of Chriſt, 


Hue is the great Lord and Maſter of us all, wad 
to bis own Maſter every one ſtandeth or falleth, as the 

 . Apoſtle ſpeaks in the qth Verſe of this Chapter; 

= | | There- 
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1 Cor.q.s. Therefore judge nothing before the time until the Lord 
| come, who both will bring to light the hidden things of = 
darkneſs, and will make manifeſt the Counſels of the 
Hearts ; and then ſhall every man have 2 77 
God. To him therefore, who alone is ſufficient 
for it, belongs this Work ; to him all Hearts are 
open, and no Secrets are hid, and all thoſe Cun- 
ning Shifts and Artifices by which Men eaſily 
may, and frequently do impoſe upon each other, 
are clear and evident to his All-ſeeing Eye, who 
trieth the very Hearts and Reins, and underſtandeth 
our Thoughts long before. There is nothing can 
eſcape the Comprehenſion of his Infinite Know- 
ledge, all the Thoughts and Actions of all 
Men are noted in his Book,and will be remembred 
by him at the great Day of his Appearing,when he 
Matt. 24. ſhall come in the Clouds of Heaven with Power and great 
"Ah 5. 5. Glory, to judge the World in Righteouſneſs,and the Peo- 
ple with Equity. His Holy, Eternal and Immuta- 
ble Laws are thoſe by which we muſt be judged; 
Jam.1.z7, in him is no Variableneſs, neither ſhadow of turning, 
God is not a Man, that be ſhould lie, neither the Son 
Num. 23. of Man, that be ſhould repent : Hath be ſaid, and 
'19- * ſhall be not do it? Or hath be ſpoken, and ſhall be 
5b. net make it good? All his Commandments are ſure, * 
an 
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fand faſt for ever and ever, and are dane in Truth 
dad Uprightneſs. We can receive no Injury at his 
Hands, he is without Partiality, but delight- 
eth in Mercy, and would not the death of a 
Sinner, but rather that he ſhould be conserted 
and live. Since then it hath pleas d God to de- 
clare in his Holy Word, That he has appointed aaa 17. 
Day in the which. be will judge the World in rigbteouſ- 
neſs by that Man whom he bath ordained ; where- 
of be hath given aſſurance unto all Men, in that 
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before his dreadful Tribunal? Shall he not ugs 
42 us becauſe we have judged; and condemn us, becauſe 
- ve have condemned ? Ves, moſt ſurely; all che 
ſevere Sentences, all the rigid Cenſures we have 
= paſs d®gain{t our Brethren, will prove ſo many 
* Coals of Fire which we have heapd upon our 
un, Heads: For with what judgment ye judge , ſays our 
©. Saviour, ye ſhall be judged, and with what  meafure 
ye mete it ſhall be meaſurd to you again. Conſider, 
1 beſeech you, that it is a terrible thing thus to 
fall into the Hands of the Living God, to pro- 
Y voke his Wrath againſt us, and cauſe his whole 
43 Diſpleaſure to 15 to ſhut up his Bowels of 
Compaſſion from us, by ſhewing none to othets; 
do aggravate all our other Sins and Miſcarriages, 
by ſuch an addition to them. On the other ſide, 
if we are candid and favourable, if we make 
Phil. 4. 5. bur moderation , known unto all men, as the Apoſtle 


exhorts us, what an unſpeakable Satisfaction 
Vill it be to us to leave the World, with a comfor- 
table Aſſurance, that God will deal with us as 
we have dealt with others ; and that as we have 
1 uſed Clemency towards our Brethren, ſo we may 
I allo expect to find Mercy cur ſelves in the ee 
this 4 


= . of our great Judge Chriſt Jeſus. I hope by 
N 4 | — : dime 
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_— time it does appear, that this Sin of Judging - 
each other is no flight or trifling Matter, no 
| proper Subject of Diverſion and Raillery, 
* on the contrary, highly oſſenſive to 

God, and very dangerous to our Souls; and 

that conſequently it is of the greateſt Im- 
portance imaginable to us to avoid it: And 

there is a way of doing it with infinite 

Profit and Advantage, and that is by judg- 

ing our own ſelves, which we are both capa- 

ble of performing and in Duty oblig'd to 

do; and if it be done carefully and exactly 

it will allow us but little Leiſure or Op- 
portunity to enquire into the Faults 'of os 

thers ; for there. are few of us but may find 
Employment enough of this nature if we 

look at home. A ſtrict Self. Examination is 

no eaſy thing, but requires Time, and will 

> wholly take up thoſe idle Hours, which are 
FF often ſo much worſe ſpent in ſeeking Oc- 
caſions of Blame againſt our Brethren, for 
want perhaps of ſomething elſe to do. When 

we find a Diſpoſition in us to cenſure o- 

© thers, let us turn it upon our ſelves; and 
—_—_ " TI herein 
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Abhorrence of our own Faults, nor be too ſe- 
| vere in condemning our ſelves for the Com- 


in a ſure Hope, and firm Confidence, 


miſſion of them; for that Rigor and 
Sharpneſs which is Criminal when uſed to 
wards others, becomes Commendable when ap- 


ply d to our ſelves. 


Let us therefore lay aſide all partiality 
and Fondneſs to our ſelves, which (as I 


before obſerv d) perfectly blinds our Judg- 


ment; and let us with Sincerity examine 
our own Hearts, and ſearch deep into our 
Conſciences, which will not deceive us if 
we do not deceive our ſelves : Ler us ſee well 
4 there be any way of wickedneſs in us, and by a 
peedy and true Repentance return unto God; 


thus ſhall we not only avoid the Guilt of judg- 
ing others, but allo by judging our 


ſelves, live in a conſtant Preparation 
for the Judgment which is to come, 


in 


de . Promiſes of God , and. you "be \ 
deceivd in the | Expectation of our. _ 
Hope, but inherit Eternal Life, through = 
the Merits and Satisfaction of our Bleſ- 1 

fed Lord and Saviour Jeſus Cbriſt: To © 4 
= whom with the Father, and Holy Spirit, 3 
be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, both now 2 
— for ener. Amen Y 
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iz the Laſt Volume, Prayers compoſed by bim for his own\ © + 8 
Gez A Diſcourſe to his Servants before the Sagrament; and. 19 
2 of Prayer compoſed by him for the Uſe of King Wil. © a 3 
Wich uſeful Tables to the whole. One of the Texts * | 
— upon: Another of the Places of Scripture occatine.. © 


_ explained and enlarged upon: A Third an Albabe- | 2%, 
tica Table of Matter. 5 


A Colleaion of ſeveral Trads, Sermons and Diſcourſes, 
written in the Years from 1677 to1704, incluſi ve. By GA. 
* Burnet, D. PD. now Lord N of Sarum ; in 3 Volumes , 


_ | E e =. 
3 8 e e loud Mx 
His. Expoſition of the Thirty 15 e be 
Gef Ergland. The Third Edition. 1705. I 
; A Commentary on the Fire Books of Moſes, by "EE | 
wick, D. D. Lord Biſhop of EY; in 5 Volumes in 4fo, © 
x His Comment on Fals, Judges and Rurb; in one 
7, 40. N 


"= 
» 


His Comment on theTwo Books of ca Ai in one mo; 

Velde go. . 

— E Comment on the Two Books of Kings 3, in one . 
One Vol. 4 — - 


it Comment on the Two Books of Chronicles, bun, ART 
Nehemiah and Res in Wo: * 9 10 TA 66 9 N 


